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If students are to make realistic decisions about careers, it is important to engage them early with successful representatives from career fields and to provide them with opportunities to examine careers through the eyes of working professionals.  High school-based career clubs are one means of meeting these goals.  Advantage Carolina – a Charlotte, North Carolina community group focused on economic development – and the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce created TechConnect, a model career club. TechConnect is a key partner in the CCTI project with Central Piedmont Community College and area high schools.  This higher education and career transitions model could be created for any occupational area and with various community sponsors and partners.

TechConnect is a weekly after-school technology club and co-curricular activity designed for Charlotte-Mecklenburg high school students. Through this program, business professionals and college instructors introduce students to technology topics such as Computer Hardware, Networking, Web Development, Graphics and Imaging, Animation, and Upgrade and Support.  But what makes the clubs come alive for students is the interface with IT professionals who volunteer their time to teach, demonstrate, and share real-world examples of what life is like in various career options. Business volunteers lead the students in hands-on projects such as building a new computer from component parts and creating a working web site with hosting space and domain names paid for by TechConnect.  Additionally, TechConnect students are introduced to the rigors, challenges, and rewards of the college environment by volunteer professors from Central Piedmont Community College. With the help of local corporations, TechConnect has made significant contributions to the local community and the school system.  

1. Over 100-community volunteers have led one or more technology tracks over the past two years.  

2. TechConnect addresses the digital divide by drawing students from all ethnic backgrounds, with minority groups represented at nearly the same rate as in the school population.

3. Since 2001 companies have donated approximately $520,000 to sustain a successful and interactive program in eight high schools.  TechConnect plans to expand into all fifteen high schools by the end of the 2005 school year.

4. Partner companies sponsor 10-week paid summer internships for qualified club members.  To date, 98 students have participated in sponsored internships.

5. Four high schools in the program have received state-of-the-art 35-seat computer labs to enable them to support the club activities.

More detailed information can be found at these web sites.

· www.techconnectcentral.com/  (  TechConnect site

· www.cpcc.edu/it/  (  CPCC’s Internet Technologies site

· www.charlottechamber.com  ( Charlotte, NC Chamber of Commerce












