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Dual/Concurrent Enrollment (DCE) refers to college courses taken by high school students during the high school day at the high school campus.  Generally, DCE courses are taught by high school faculty who meet credentialing criteria to teach at the postsecondary level.

“College-bound students in most countries of this world are expected to know by the time they finish secondary school what Americans are expected to learn during their first year or two of college.  One of the easiest ways of reducing the average time spent attaining the baccalaureate degree would be to increase the college-level learning during the high school years,” states D. Bruce Johnstone, in his paper, Enhancing the Productivity of Learning.

Dual/concurrent enrollment is a productivity enhancer—a win X four—because it provides:  (1) incentives to keep students on the high school campus (avoiding the senioritis or senior slump syndrome), (2) a meaningful transition from high school to college coursework while in a familiar and comfortable environment, (3) a forum in which knowledge acquisition and skills application are the curricular focus rather than the typical testing approach used with Advanced Placement, and (4) a cost effective head start for baccalaureate-bound students.

In addition to addressing productivity, there are other important benefits to DCE.  High school students benefit by getting a jumpstart on their college education; redundancy between advanced/honors high school courses and introductory college courses is eliminated; DCE credit generally has direct transferability from the high school to the college.  

Chief among the benefits for high schools is the positive correlation between students who participate in DCE and their high school graduation and college-going rates.  Further, the college curriculum offered in DCE arrangements extends the high school curriculum beyond what is typical or standard, to include courses like Spanish Literature and not just language acquisition.

Postsecondary institutions benefit from DCE partnerships because students often elect to seek full admission status with the postsecondary institution providing their DCE experience, and students are more academically prepared to enter the postsecondary institution of their choice.

Communities benefit from DCE partnerships because the acceleration of baccalaureate completers reduces taxpayer costs (state aid to postsecondary institutions), thereby turning tax users into taxpayers at a quicker pace.

The Education Commission of the States reports 47 states with policies relating to DCE partnerships at the state, board, or institutional level.  DCE partnerships are credit-based transition programs that are here to stay.

For more information on dual/concurrent enrollment see the website of the Education Commission of the States www.ecs.org and enter “dual enrollment” in the search option.












