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Can High Schools Work?

Yes They Can

High Schools That Work has been an initiative of the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)-State Vocational Education Consortium for a decade and a half.  More than 1,200 high schools and middle grade schools are currently involved.  This comprehensive school-improvement effort is based on implementing a series of curriculum and instructional changes that are associated with greater student achievement.  In a 2003 report on this SREB initiative, Doing What Works: Moving Together on High Standards for All Students, Gene Bottoms, Lingling Han, and Alice Presson list 12 key practices that lead to success; and they cite solid evidence and examples to show that these practices work.

Practices for Improving Achievement

1. Set high expectations and get students to meet them.

2. Increase students’ access to academic studies that teach college-preparatory content.

3. Increase students’ access to academic studies that teach college-preparatory content at high minority schools.

4. Pay attention to transitions:  middle grades to high school and high school to postsecondary studies and work.

5. Increase access to challenging career/technical studies with a major emphasis on using high-level mathematics, science, language arts, and problem-solving skills.

6. Provide access to work-based and school-based learning planned cooperatively by educators and employers.

7. Engage students actively in learning:  Literacy.

8. Engage students actively in learning:  Numeracy.

9. Get teachers to work together to integrate academic and career/technical studies.

10. Involve students and parents in a guidance and advisement system designed to

ensure that students complete an accelerated academic program of study and a major.

11. Provide a structured system of extra help to assist students in meeting higher

standards.

12. Use student assessment and program evaluation data to improve curriculum, 

instruction, school climate, organization, and management to advance student learning.

For Further Information

Visit SREB’s Web site at www.sreb.org for information about this and other publications.  To place an order, call (404) 875-9211, Ext. 236.
College and Career Transitions Initiative





� HYPERLINK "http://www.league.org/welcome.htm" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.league.org/images/header/header_r1_c1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































