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Powerful Preparation: the Proof is in the Portfolio
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At its simplest, a portfolio is a collection of artifacts and reflections that document a set of experiences. For high school seniors in the Lorain County Joint Vocational School’s (LCJVS) Teacher Education Exploration (TEE) program, portfolios mean powerful preparation for college.  The proof is in their portfolios.  

Powerful preparation with portfolios addresses CCTI’s outcome of college readiness, especially in writing.  Portfolios not only develop student competencies in writing, but also in technology, foundations of education, and college orientation, which address CCTI’s outcomes of persistence and skill achievement. 

Powerful preparation with portfolios in the context of a learning community improves student writing abilities.   The TEE-student cohort and four TEE instructors meet weekly at Lorain County Community College (LCCC) for Friday “seminar days.” Students collect portfolio artifacts and write reflections. Students then revise their reflections through peer editing, small group discussions, and one-on-one interaction with their teachers.  Instructors evaluate each reflection based on a common rubric that assesses writing skills and concept development. 

For the past four years of the CCTI partnership, student Compass writing scores improved significantly from the fall to the spring of their senior year. In the 2004-2005 cohort, students who were college-ready jumped from 73% in the fall to 87% in the spring – a 14% increase.  By comparison, only 69% of high school graduates entering LCCC in 2005 were college-ready in writing.  Students credit the portfolio writing process for this success. North Ridgeville High School senior, Julie Laskey recently stated to potential TEE students, “Don’t worry about your writing, it will improve by working on your portfolio.”  

Powerful preparation with portfolios increases the technology abilities of students. As students develop portfolios in paper and digital formats, they store artifacts digitally and create their portfolio in PowerPoint.  PowerPoint provides a flexible, accessible, and transportable format, so that students who attend colleges or universities with web-based portfolio systems can easily transfer their material.

Powerful preparation with portfolios increases student competencies in educational foundations and reflective practice based on the Praxis III domains of professional practice.  As students observe, collect artifacts, and write reflections during their 300 hours of internship experience, they apply these college-level concepts.

The proof is in the portfolios as cooperating teachers, counselors, and college faculty evaluate final work.   Students achieve excellent grades, articulated college credits, and often additional credits as they transfer to four-year institutions.  With the culminating portfolio, students express a sense of accomplishment, independence, and empowerment.  Through powerful preparation, graduating seniors are ready to make the transition to college.
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