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Law Enforcement, Forensic Science and Law:

Overcoming the Drama of Hollywood in Order to Learn the Truth of How Justice is Obtained in America
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Larry Shanks, Co-Project Coordinator, CCTI
Prince George's Community College

Do you watch “CSI”?  What about “NYPD Blue”?  How about “Law and Order”?  American society has been bombarded with so much criminal justice-related drama that viewers now believe that Hollywood’s portrayals of the U.S. criminal justice system are true to life.

The CCTI project at Prince George's Community College works to create seamless pathways of transition and readiness between secondary and postsecondary education; persistence toward degree completion; and entry into the law enforcement, forensic science, and/or legal studies/law workforce.  In addition to early career guidance and academic and technical rigor, the program offers a special 2-week institute, which introduces students to the TRUTH of the U. S. criminal justice system.

The Criminal Justice, Forensic Science and Legal Studies (CFLS) Summer Institute

at Prince George's Community College:

Faculty members in the CFLS Department at Prince George's Community College give high priority to helping students understand the symbiotic relationship that exists among law enforcement, forensic science, and law.  Usually, each aspect of the criminal justice system is taught separately in individual courses without any demonstration of how all three aspects of the U.S. criminal justice system jointly function in the real world.  The Institute, held on campus and led by faculty and local professionals in the three fields, is designed to help students gain experience in reality.  Early in the Institute, faculty members provide lectures, group discussions, role-plays, critical thinking opportunities, and hands-on learning.  Armed with increased knowledge of how the criminal justice system works, students complete the Institute experience in an applied learning exercise.  Students are divided into two teams of six: three play the role of investigators, and three play the role of crime scene technicians.  Each team is required to respond to a mock crime scene and then investigate and process it for presentation in a mock trial.  During the mock trial each member of the team is required to role-play as a testimonial witness.  To complete the exercise students participate in a debriefing, which includes a group discussion (with all faculty and professionals involved) and complete a final written survey of their overall experience.  As a result, students walk away with a better, more realistic understanding of the criminal justice system. “I never realized how different real life was, in comparison to the Hollywood crime drama…now, I know the truth.” (Student who attended Summer 2005 Summer Institute.)

Information on the Institute can be found at:

http://academic.pgcc.edu/~dgaughan/
The Criminal Justice, Forensic Science, and Legal Studies Department website is:

http://academic.pgcc.edu/cfls/












