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College-going rates for high school graduates have been declining in Texas relative to the state’s population increases.  College Connection is a specialized outreach program and one of Austin Community College’s (ACC) responses to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Closing the Gaps initiative to add 600,000 new students into higher education by 2015.

Hallmarks of the College Connection Program:
1. High school students, particularly first-generation college students, often find the college enrollment process complex and intimidating.  In the College Connection program, ACC services are offered directly on the high school campuses, removing transportation barriers and providing direct outreach in familiar surroundings.

2. ACC provides one-on-one support to assist seniors through each step of the college admissions process, including admissions application, assessment, orientation, and advising.  Other program components include college awareness activities, assistance with the financial aid application, career planning, student life information, and tours of ACC campuses.

3. During May high school graduation ceremonies, each graduating senior receives an acceptance letter to ACC along with his/her high school diploma.
Step-By-Step Guide to the College Connection Program:

1. Institutional-level data-sharing agreements and individual-level authorizations to release information allow student information to be shared between each high school and ACC.  

2. High school planning meetings set dates for ACC student services teams to lead students through pre-enrollment steps.  

3. ACC brings pre-enrollment services to students at the high school campus:

· ACC presents an “Access to College” assembly at the beginning of the school year.

· Students complete the ACC admission application and residency form online in a high school computer lab with one-on-one support from ACC admissions staff.

· ACC brings free, state-mandated college-readiness testing to the high school campus.

· Students complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid online in a high school computer lab with one-on-one support from ACC financial aid staff.

· ACC presents a new student orientation to students in a group format at the high school.

· Students are transported by the high school to visit ACC campuses to tour departments. 

· Students meet individually with an ACC advisor at the high school to select courses.

4. Seniors receive a letter of acceptance to ACC along with the high school diploma.
For Additional Information Contact:

· http://www.austincc.edu/isd/ College Connection website

· Mary Hensley at (512) 223-7618 or mhensley@austincc.edu

· Luanne Preston at (512) 223-5354 or luanne@austincc.edu












