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Challenging intellectual and creative work is central to student learning and collegiate quality. Ten items on the Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE) address the nature and amount of assigned academic work, the complexity of cognitive tasks presented to students, and the standards faculty members use to evaluate student performance. 

This CCTI Alert Report displays CCTI colleges’ results by program of study on CCSSE’s Academic Challenge benchmark.  From there, the report offers additional information about ways to challenge students academically by showcasing specific strategies faculty employ to engage students at Lorain County Community College

One hundred and fifty-two community colleges nationwide participated in CCSSE 2004.  Of those, 17 (11%) were CCTI colleges from 15 CCTI site partnerships, and the 12,558 students surveyed at those colleges comprised more than 13% of the total of 92,301 student respondents.   CCTI institutions also surveyed oversamples of their target programs of study, collecting information from an additional 2,972 student respondents.  

The following table shows student responses from CCTI colleges on survey items that make up the Academic Challenge benchmark.  In each category, “All Others” refers to 2004 CCSSE respondents other than the referenced CCTI group.  For example, 53% of the students from CCTI’s Health Science institutions, as compared to 47% of students from all other institutions nationally, indicated that during the current school year they either “very often” or “often” worked harder than they thought they could to meet an instructor’s standards or expectations.  

	Academic Challenge Benchmark: % of students responding "Very Often" and "Often" 
	CCTI Educ. & Training
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Health Science
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Info. Tech.
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Law, Public Safety, & Security
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Science, Tech., Engin. & Math
	All Other 2004 Colleges

	During the current school year, how often have you worked harder than you thought you could to meet an instructor’s standards or expectations? 
	51%
	48%
	53%
	47%
	43%
	48%
	48%
	48%
	43%
	48%

	How much does your coursework at this college emphasize analyzing the basic elements of an idea, experience, or theory?
	70%
	68%
	75%
	67%
	68%
	69%
	65%
	70%
	65%
	68%

	How much does your coursework at this college emphasize synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences in new ways?
	66%
	55%
	66%
	57%
	58%
	59%
	54%
	60%
	53%
	60%

	How much does your coursework at this college emphasize making judgments about the value or soundness of information, arguments, or methods?
	60%
	58%
	58%
	52%
	46%
	54%
	56%
	54%
	44%
	54%

	How much does your coursework at this college emphasize applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new situations?
	62%
	62%
	71%
	61%
	63%
	63%
	62%
	62%
	55%
	64%

	How much does your coursework at this college emphasize using information you have read or heard to perform a new skill?
	65%
	67%
	74%
	65%
	74%
	67%
	67%
	66%
	59%
	68%

	During the current school year, how many assigned textbooks, manuals, books, or book-length packs of course readings did you read?
	24%
	24%
	32%
	22%
	18%
	24%
	21%
	24%
	22%
	24%

	During the current school year, how many papers or reports of any length did you write?
	35%
	24%
	22%
	24%
	27%
	25%
	21%
	25%
	23%
	25%

	During the current school year, to what extent have your examinations challenged you to do your best work?
	70%
	73%
	79%
	72%
	72%
	73%
	68%
	73%
	73%
	72%

	How much does this college emphasize encouraging you to spend significant amounts of time studying?
	78%
	71%
	81%
	71%
	73%
	72%
	66%
	72%
	72%
	71%


CCSSE member colleges share strategies and promising practices that enhance student engagement and success.  An example from Lorain County Community College (OH) depicts how that college seeks to challenge students academically.  Faculty members at Lorain County Community College review programs and plan for improvements using the Course Assessment Record Database (CARD), which focuses decisions on data. Through CARD, faculty assess course outcomes using a variety of criteria, including student learning outcomes, general educational outcomes, learning processes and activities, performance criteria, assessment techniques and analysis, and recommendations for continuous improvement. Individual faculty members’ assessments of their own courses are aggregated into a program assessment. Faculty who teach the program then use that data to identify both successful strategies and specific actions that should be taken to further improve results.  For example, as a result of CARD, the radiologic technology program increased students’ clinical time to address concerns about student performance in particular areas.   
For further information, please visit the CCSSE Web site at www.ccsse.org.  













