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Students’ behaviors contribute significantly to their learning and the likelihood that they will attain their educational goals. “Time on task” is a key variable, and there are a variety of settings and means through which students may apply themselves to the learning process. Eight CCSSE survey items indicating how frequently students engage in a number of activities important to their learning and success are associated with this benchmark.

This CCTI Alert Report focuses on the Community College Survey of Student Engagement’s (CCSSE) Student Effort benchmark.  Then, the report highlights CCTI colleges’ results on this benchmark and describes a program Prince George’s Community College (MD) has implemented to promote student engagement.

Seventeen colleges from 15 CCTI site partnerships accounted for 11% of CCSSE’s 2004 membership, a total of 152 colleges nationwide.  More than 13% (12,558) of the 92,301 student respondents were from CCTI colleges.  CCTI institutions also surveyed oversamples of their CCTI programs of study, eliciting information from an additional 2,972 student respondents.  

The following table shows student responses from CCTI colleges on survey items that make up the Student Effort benchmark.  In each case, “All Others” refers to 2004 CCSSE respondents other than the CCTI comparison group.  For example, 56% of the students from CCTI’s Education & Training institutions as compared to 44% of students from all other institutions nationally indicated that during the current school year they either “very often” or “often” prepared two or more drafts of a paper or assignment before turning it in.  

	Student Effort Benchmark: % of students responding "Very Often" and "Often" 
	CCTI Educ. & Training
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Health Science
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Info. Tech.
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Law, Public Safety, & Security
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Science, Tech., Engin. & Math
	All Other 2004 Colleges

	During the current school year, how often have you prepared two or more drafts of a paper or assignment before turning it in
	56%
	44%
	42%
	44%
	42%
	45%
	40%
	47%
	46%
	44%

	During the current school year, how often have you worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or information from various sources
	68%
	58%
	53%
	58%
	55%
	59%
	59%
	59%
	57%
	58%

	During the current school year, how often have you come to class without completing readings or assignments
	13%
	15%
	15%
	15%
	15%
	15%
	12%
	15%
	19%
	14%

	During the current school year, how often have you used peer or other tutoring services [scale = “sometimes” or “often”]
	19%
	20%
	 24%
	17%
	24%
	19% 
	 10%
	21%
	23%
	19%

	During the current school year, how often have you used skill labs [scale = “sometimes” or “often”]
	22%
	32%
	37%
	30%
	40%
	31%
	25%
	31%
	37%
	31%

	During the current school year: How many books did you read on your own (not assigned) for personal enjoyment or academic enrichment [scale = NONE]
	22%
	28%
	27%
	28%
	29%
	28%
	24%
	27%
	36%
	26%

	During the current school year: How many hours did you spend in a typical week preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, rehearsing, or other activities related to your program) [scale = more than 11 hours]
	21%
	24%
	33%
	23%
	27%
	24%
	14%
	25%
	26%
	23%


CCSSE member colleges share strategies and promising practices that enhance student engagement and success.  This CCTI Alert Report highlights one way that Prince George’s Community College promotes student effort.  Specifically, those aspiring college students who lack reading, writing, and computational skills necessary to take college courses must complete Prince George’s Community College’s developmental program.  The program requires student perseverance and commitment.  After completing the program, students can move into credit courses, graduate, and transfer to four-year institutions.  In fact, successful developmental program completers do as well academically as college students who never needed remediation.

Other CCTI colleges also focus on encouraging student effort.  According to Homero Lopez, President of Estrella Mountain Community College, “We believe that all students want to succeed and it's our responsibility to create an environment that sustains their effort. Our faculty members contribute to this environment by setting challenging standards and supporting learner needs.  Estrella Mountain’s significant investments in learning support resources, such as specialized learning labs, tutoring, mentoring programs, and early alert systems, also provide the tools needed for students to succeed.”  
For further information, please visit the CCSSE Web site at www.ccsse.org. 












