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Students learn more when they are actively involved in their education and have opportunities to apply what they are learning in different settings. Through collaborating with others to solve problems or master challenging content, students develop valuable skills that prepare them to deal with the kinds of situations and problems they will encounter in the workplace, the community, and their personal lives. 

This CCTI Alert Report showcases the Community College Survey of Student Engagement’s (CCSSE) Active & Collaborative Learning benchmark.  Then, the report highlights CCTI colleges’ results on this benchmark and describes a program Miami-Dade College has implemented to promote student engagement.

Seventeen CCTI colleges accounted for 11% of CCSSE’s 2004 membership (152 colleges nationwide).  More than 13% of the 92,301 student respondents were from CCTI colleges (12,558).  CCTI institutions also conducted oversamples of their programs of study, eliciting information from an additional 2,972 student respondents.  

The following table shows student responses from CCTI colleges on survey items that make up the Active & Collaborative Learning benchmark.  In each case, “All Others” refers to 2004 students other than the CCTI comparison group.  For example, 76% of the students from CCTI’s Education & Training institutions as compared to 69% of students from all other institutions nationally indicated that they either, “Very Often” or “Often,” “Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussions.”  

	Active & Collaborative Learning Benchmark: % of students responding "Very Often" and "Often" 
	CCTI Educ. & Training
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Health Science
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Info. Tech.
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Law, Public Safety, & Security
	All Other 2004 Colleges
	CCTI Science, Tech., Engin. & Math
	All Other 2004 Colleges

	Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussions 
	76%
	69%
	68%
	69%
	67%
	69%
	71%
	68%
	65%
	69%

	Made a class presentation 
	55%
	30%
	31%
	31%
	19%
	32%
	33%
	29%
	20%
	32%

	Worked with other students on projects during class 
	61%
	53%
	49%
	52%
	53%
	53%
	50%
	50%
	52%
	53%

	Worked with classmates outside of class to prepare class assignments 
	20%
	25%
	37%
	22%
	20%
	25%
	20%
	25%
	23%
	24%

	Tutored or taught other students (paid or voluntary) 
	11%
	8%
	11%
	7%
	10%
	8%
	4%
	9%
	7%
	8%

	Participated in a community-based project as a part of a regular course 
	11%
	10%
	20%
	7%
	3%
	10%
	8%
	10%
	4%
	10%

	Discussed ideas from your readings or classes with others outside of class (students, family members, co-workers, etc.) 
	10%
	16%
	18%
	14%
	17%
	15%
	18%
	15%
	12%
	15%


CCSSE member colleges share strategies and promising practices that enhance student engagement and success.  This CCTI Alert Report highlights a grant-funded project at Miami-Dade College that aims to increase success rates in selected “gatekeeper” courses, including two-course sequences in each of three areas: Biology (for science majors), Organic Chemistry, and Calculus. Using a learning community pedagogy (a model of active and collaborative learning), the hub of the program’s activities is a “belonging” place, the Academic Resource Center (ARC), which includes a computer laboratory, tutoring rooms, library, and room to socialize. 

Since fall 2002, success (grades of A, B, or C) rates in the three discipline areas have nearly doubled, and reductions in withdrawal rates are equally, if not more, impressive.  In Biology, 125 students achieved success (grade of A, B, or C) at a rate of 87%, compared to 38% in the traditional approach. Withdrawals declined from 44% in the traditional course to just 3%. In Chemistry, 121 students achieved success at 86% compared to the traditional rate of 61%, and withdrawals declined from 39% to 5%. Lastly, in Calculus, 81% succeeded compared to the traditional success rate of 46%, with withdrawals reduced from 37% to 13%.

For further information, please visit the CCSSE Web site at www.ccsse.org.  












