Anne Arundel Community College News

Contacts: Laurie Farrell, assistant director, public relations and marketing

410-777-7253; lafarrell@aacc.edu

Susan Gross, public relations specialist
410-777-7252; scgross@aacc.edu

News Release — Nov. 25, 2014
EDUCATION

AACC Selected for National Grant to Train Low-Income Adults

Anne Arundel Community College recently celebrated 100 students’ completion of training that makes
them eligible to work as casino dealers through a grant from the Walmart Brighter Futures 2.0 Project.

AACC is one of 12 community coileges in the nation selected to participate in the $3.5 million grant from
the Walmart Foundation to the League for Innovation in the Community College. This grant funding
allows AACC to provide middie-income job training and services to eligible students.

Students can earn a continuing education certificate of completion in blackjack, mini baccarat and
carnival games, Some of the students who just completed the program already are employed.

in addition to specific job training, individuals receive career counseling in searching for jobs, résumé
writing and interviewing technigues to help them communicate their skills effectively to potential

employers.

For information about casino dealer training through the Waimart Brighter Futures Project, visit
http://www.aacc.edu/hcat/dealerschool/walmart.cfm.

CAPTION
Anne Arundel Community College recently recognized the students who completed casino dealer

training through a grant from the Walmart Brighter Futures 2.0 Project, provided by the Walmart
Foundation to the League for Innovation in the Community College.

About Anne Arundel Community College
Anne Arundel Community College is an award-winning, fully accredited public two-year institution

serving approximately 50,000 students each year through classes offered at more than 100 sites in Anne
Arundel County or online, AACC offers national and regional studies leading to a degree, certificate,
industry credential, transfer to a four-year institution or career enhancement, personal enrichment and

lifelong learning, For information, visit www.aacc.edu.




http://www.eyeonannapolis.net/2014/12/05/aacc-selected-for-national-grant-to-train-low-

income-adults/
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Amne Arandel Community College recently recognized the students who completed casino dealer training through
a grant from the Walmart Brighter Futures 2.0 Project, provided by the Walmart Foundation to the League for
Innovation in the Community College.

Anne Arundet Community College recently celebrated 100 students’ completion of training that imakes them
eligible to work as casino dealers through a grant from the Waimart Brighter Futures 2.0 Project.

AACC is one of 12 commumity colleges in the nation selected to participate in the $3.5 million grant from the
Walmart Foundation to the League for Innovation in the Community College. This grant funding allows AACCto
provide middle-income job training and services to eligible students,

Students can earn a continuing education certificate of completion in blackjack, mini baccarat and carnival games.
Some of the students who just completed the program already are employed.

In addition to specific job training, individuals receive career counseting in searching for jobs, résumé writing and
interviewing techniques to help them communicate their skills effectively to potential employers.

For information about casino dealer training through the Walmart Brighter Futures Project, visit
b /Awww aace edwheat/deaterschool/walmart.cfin,




WALMART GRANT HELPS SINGLE MOM (AND IRAQI VET)
GET NEW JOB —~ AND A MUCH BRIGHTER FUTURE!

A year ago, Ashley Stocks didn’t think her future looked
very bright. The Iragi War veteran and single mother of
a 3-year-old son was working a job she didn't like, and
most days found herself wondering how she was going
to make it.

“I was barely making enough money to provide for my
family and that's when | knew ! had {o make a huge
change in my life and my career,” she said.

AACC is one of 12 community colleges in the nation ) - . ;;\lshley gl;cks
selected to paricipate in the $3.5 million grant from the '

Waimart Foundation to the League for Innovation in the

Community College. In addition to providing free tuition for casino dealer fraining, those
accepted into the program also receive academic and job search support.

One day when Stocks was at Anneg Arundel Communify College, she fearned about the Walmart
Brighier Futures Project 2.0 grant — and that's when her situation began to change for the
better.

"Something said ‘Go for it! What's the worst that could happen'? So | applied
and took that leap of faith,” she said.

After graduating from high school, Stocks had gone to college for a year on a soccer
scholarship. When an injury ended her soccer career, she was left with figuring ouf how to pay
for college. She decided to join the U.S. Army as a means fo further her education, and she
spent the next eight years, including a dangerous tour in Irag working with vehicles from 2009-

10.

"It's a very dangerous thing because you have vehicles coming in and you don’t know if there's
a bomb strapped to it. You don’t know if that person wants to btow you up or themselves up, so
every day it's a constant praying and hoping that you make it through the day.”

Watch more of Ashley’s story here.

While it was fough to be away from her teddier during the nights when the training took place,
Stocks says she kept her eye on knowing she was on her way to building a more promising
future, From sharpening her math skills to the camaraderie she coniinues to enjoy with those in
her cohort, she found the experience to be even better than she imagined.

“{ met a group of people who | now call my family, and that’s how it will remain forever,” she
said.
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Of the 450 who have gone through the program so far, 175 have found jobs, including Stocks.

“After | completed the school, | took my audition the following week and passed! After that, | had
an interview a week later and guess what? | was hired!" Stocks is now happily employed as a
casino dealer for Maryland Live! Casino.

“ don't know what or where | would be without that Walmart grant because they made a way for
me, and for that, | will forever be truly grateful. Walmart and AACC opened a door | never knew
existed and now | have a career and skill which | love and will never lose.”

Learn more about the Walmart Brighter Futures 2.0 Project at AACC here, or click here to find
out more about AACC's Dealer School.




